Petition on behalf of Jaslyn Ricardo Smith to Kenneth Clarke Secretary of State for Justice
We the undersigned respectfully petition the Minister that Jaslyn Ricardo Smith, prison number, A4250AE, currently located in HMP Frankland, 1) be allowed to progress towards release from prison, and that the Prison Service will provide the necessary environment for him to be able to do so 2) to effect this Mr. Smith should be transferred to a prison in the West Midlands, where all his family members reside, who would then be able to visit him on a regular basis, providing much needed support, which they cannot do as at present he is so far from home (400 mile round trip).
Mr. Smith was sentenced in April 1998 to an Automatic Life sentence; the minimum period of custody was set at 3 years and 6 months and expired in October 2002. Mr. Smith is still in prison (he has always denied the index offence for which he was sentenced) and will remain so, until he has completed 'risk reduction coursework' and that the parole decide he is in their opinion no longer a risk to the public.

Lack of a 'Duty of Care' to Mr. Smith

We are familiar with the case of a Mr. Smith and have read his most recent Parole Board decision dated 27th November 2009. This document has been put in the public domain by Mr. Smith and can be accessed @ 
http://westmidlandsagainstinjustice.webs.com/paroleboardletter.htm
Mr. Smith is willing to take 'risk reduction coursework', to quote,
12. You informed your offender manager in June 2009 that you were willing to undertake victim awareness and domestic violence programmes and Enhanced Thinking Skills (ETS) but not while you remained in HMP Frankland. 

13. The panel accepted that you had been subjected to additional stress by the prison department’s ambivalent attitude to whether you should be referred for assessment for Dangerous and Severe Personality Disorder (DSPD). 

Mr. Smith does not feel that HMP Frankland is the best place for him to work towards release, due to failures by the Prison Service to properly progress his willingness to take offender related course work. We the undersigned are inclined to agree. All prisoners must be given ample opportunity to work towards release and that their environment is conducive to that work. A move to a prison in the West Midlands would be to advantage of Mr. Smith and the Prison Service.

We thank the Minister for taking time to read this petition and hope that you will fully look into the case with a view to asking the Prison Service to relocate Mr. Smith, nearer to his family and support his efforts to work towards release.
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Please return completed petitions to: Justice for Jaslyn Smith  

C/o West Midlands Against Injustice, 52 - 57 Allison St, Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 5T

